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GARAMITE® 2578

Rheological Additive for
High Solids and Baking Enamels

General Description:

GARAMITE™ 2578 is a unique rheological additive developed for high solids and baking
enamels. GARAMITE™ 2578 is also recommended for use in high solids and thin film solvent
based and 100% solids systems. Compared to fumed silica, GARAMITE™ 2578 provides
improved sag resistance, rheology control and stability, is more efficient and is easier to handle in
manufacturing (less dusty, higher bulk density and not sensitive to shear). GARAMITE™ 2578
will typically provide higher sag resistance, thermal slump resistance and settling resistance than
thixotropes such as fumed silica, organoclays, hydrogenated castors, and polyamide waxes.
GARAMITE™ 2578 will provide these superior properties at equal or lower viscosities than your
current thixotrope.

Because the recovery properties obtained with GARAMITE™ 2578 are unique, it is recommended
application properties such as sag resistance or spray trials are used instead of viscosity to
evaluate the efficiency of GARAMITE™ 2578. GARAMITE™ 2578 use levels are system
dependent. A loading ladder from equal loading to 20-40% less than your current thixotrope
should be evaluated. Air release agents such as BYK®-A 555* and rheological enhancers such as
BYK®-R 605* (typically added at 5-10% based on the weight of GARAMITE™ 1958) are beneficial
in many systems and may be included in the overall optimization evaluation.

Typical Properties:
Color: Off White

Form: Fine Powder
Moisture Content: 6%
Bulk Density: 8 lbs / cu. ft.
~ 130 kg / cu meter
Specific Gravity: 1.5-1.7
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Benefits:

Dispersion Ease

Low Viscosity/High Performance
Improved Thermal Slump Resistance
Viscosity Stability

Shear Stable

Syneresis Prevention

Settling Prevention

Sag Prevention

Increased Efficiency

Processing & Use Recommendations:
Incorporation procedures will vary based on the system being evaluated.

For solvent-containing systems, the recommended incorporation procedure is to add
GARAMITE™ 2578 to the solvent under moderate shear. The addition of GARAMITE™ 2578 to
the solvent at a 10-13% GARAMITE™ 2578 loading level should achieve maximum efficiency
during dispersion. Once this predispersion is made, it can be added at any point in the
manufacturing process. The predispersion is indefinitely stable, requiring only slight agitation prior
to use.

For 100% solids systems, GARAMITE™ 2578 should be added under agitation to the lowest viscosity
resin component of the system and allowed to mix until a Hegman reading of 7 is obtained. This will
typically take from 15 to 30 minutes. You should then proceed to manufacture the remainder of your
dispersion using the GARAMITE™ 2578 predispersion as a portion of the grind volume.

For additional information or technical assistance contact Southern Clay Products, Inc. toll free at
800-324-2891.

Disclaimer of Warranty: The information presented herein is believed to be accurate but is not to be taken as a warranty, guarantee, or
representation for which we assume legal responsibility. This information does not grant permission, license, or any rights or recommendations to
practice any form of proprietary intellectual property without obtaining the appropriate license or grant from the property owner. The information is
offered solely for your consideration, investigation and verification, but you must determine the suitability of the product for your specific application.
The purchaser assumes all risk of use of handling the material, including but not limited to transferring the material within purchaser's facilities,
using the material in applications specified by the purchaser and handling any product which includes the material, whether or not in accordance
with any statements made herein.
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